
CITY OF VINELAND, NJ 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-_______ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE LAW 

FIRM OF WILENTZ, GOLDMAN & SPITZER, P.A., 

REDBANK, NEW JERSEY AND CO-COUNCIL KANNER 

AND WHITELEY, LLC, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA AND 

THE CITY OF VINELAND TO LITIGATE  CLAIMS 

AGAINST MANUFACTURERS OF PFAS FOR CHEMICAL 

CONTAMINATION IN THE CITY. 

WHEREAS, Per-or-polyfluoroakyl substances (PFAS) are man-made chemicals that have 

been used in various products since the 1940’s such as nonstick cookware, water and stain-

resistant fabrics, cleaning products and firefighting foam which have been released into the 

environment through training and waste disposal practices and referred to as “forever chemicals” 

as they do not break down readily; and 

WHEREAS, PFAS has moved through soils and contaminate drinking water sources and 

is found in air, sediment, rivers, lakes, oceans and ground water and once consumed or inhaled, 

remain in the body for substantial amounts of time which potentially cause adverse health effects 

and is classified as a possible human carcinogen including kidney, testicular, prostate, thyroid and 

ulcerative cancers as well as other diseases; and     

WHEREAS, substantial litigation is ongoing against PFAS manufacturers which provides 

an opportunity for water providers, such as the Vineland Water Utility, to recover some of the 

tremendous improvement costs incurred to remove the contaminant from the water supply and 

limit the burden on the rate payers and therefore filing suit against the manufacturers is necessary 

so as to remove the burden of the costs on the ratepayers; and    

WHEREAS, the Law firm of Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, P.A., Red Bank, New Jersey 

is an experienced firm handling mass tort and environmental litigation in New Jersey and has 

partnered with the Law firm of Kanner and Whiteley LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana which is a 

premier toxic tort litigation firm in the country and has represented the City in past toxic tort 

litigation, and have submitted a proposal to serve the City as Special Counsel representing the 

City in litigation on a contingency fee of 33% plus costs of all sums collected on behalf of the City 

against all potential defendants in accordance with the Letter of Engagement attached hereto and 

made a part hereof, with no costs or fees being paid should no settlement or judgement be made in 

favor of the City. 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A. 40 A: 11 – 1, et seq.) requires that 

the Resolution  authorizing the award of contract for Professional Services without competitive 

bidding and the contract itself must be available for public inspection. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Vineland as 

follows: 

1. That the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a Non-Fair

and Open Agreement pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A – 20.5 with the Law Firm of

Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, P.A., Red Bank, New Jersey and Co-council Kanner

and Whiteley LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana for Professional Services for Special

Legal Counsel for litigation on a contingency fee of 33% plus costs of all sums

collected on behalf of the City against all potential defendants in PFAS litigation in

accordance with the Letter of Engagement attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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2. That this Professional Services Agreement is awarded without competitive bidding in 

accordance with NJSA 40 A: 11 – 5 (1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because 

said services to be rendered or performed require knowledge of an advanced type in a 

field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction 

distinguished from general academic instruction or apprenticeship and training. 

3. That the Business Disclosure Entity Certification, the Political Contribution 

Disclosure Form and the Determination of Value be placed on file with the 

Resolution. 

4. That a notice of this action shall be printed once in the Daily Journal. 

 

Adopted: 

 

 

 

            

        President of Council 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

       City Clerk 






























