
CITY OF VINELAND, NJ 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-_____ 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ADVANCEMENT OF 

A ROAD DIET AND OTHER SUBSTANTIVE SAFETY 

IMPROVEMENTS ON CHESTNUT AVENUE BETWEEN 

MAIN ROAD AND DELSEA DRIVE. 

WHEREAS, New Jersey has been designated by the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) as a Focus State for Pedestrians and Bicycles due to its disproportionally high and 

increasing number of serious injury and fatal crashes among bicyclists and pedestrians; and  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey 2020 Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) has established 

the goal of reducing the occurrence of serious injury, fatality, and injury crashes by 14 percent over 

the next five years with bicyclists and pedestrian safety as an emphasis area; and 

WHEREAS, bicycles and pedestrians are involved in 2.9 percent of crashes, but 21.6 

percent of fatal and serious injury crashes in Cumberland County; and 

WHEREAS, the South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO) has 

conducted bicycle and pedestrian crash data analyses associated with a Countywide Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan; and 

WHEREAS, these analyses have identified: 

(1) Chestnut Avenue corridor, between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555) as 

the number one ranked municipal roadway in Cumberland County for serious injuries 

and fatalities of pedestrians and serious injuries and fatalities of bicyclists; and 

(2) Chestnut Avenue corridor, between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555), 

as the number one ranked corridor in the City of Vineland by public votes for Bicycle 

and Pedestrian crashes; and 

(3) Between 2012 and 2016, A total of 663 crashes occurred within the Chestnut Avenue 

corridor, between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555). Of these 663 

crashes, 224 resulted in some degree of injury with six (6) resulting in serious injury 

and fatality; and 

(4) Right-Angle, Same Direction (Sideswipe), and Same Direction (Rear End) crashes 

represent 72% of all crashes within the Chestnut Avenue corridor, between Delsea 

Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555); and 

WHEREAS, the above noted project corridor was analyzed by Pedestrian Road Safety 

Audit (PRSA) team in January 2020 to identify road safety concerns and opportunities for 

improvements, paying particular attention to pedestrians and bicyclists; and  

WHEREAS, the City Vineland was a participant in this audit, and has reviewed, the 

recommendations of the audit team; and 

WHEREAS, the report recommends the implementation of a 4-Lane to 3-Lane conversion, 

commonly referred to as a Road Diet, of Chestnut Avenue, between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and 

Main Road (CR 555); and  

WHEREAS, the FHWA designated Road Diets (Roadway Reconfigurations) as a Proven 

Safety Countermeasure in January 2012; and  

WHEREAS, Research approved by the FHWA on 4-Lane to 3-Lane Road Diet 

conversions have shown to reduce all crash types between 19 percent and 47 percent; and 

WHEREAS, Road Diets are recommended on roadways with a current and future average 

daily traffic of 25,000 or less; and 
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 WHEREAS, Chestnut Avenue, between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555) 

has a current and projected average daily traffic of well under 25,000; and 

 WHEREAS, Travel-time analysis submitted to the City of Vineland shows that a 3-Lane 

“Road Diet” configuration between Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555) will not have 

a significant impact on travel times; and 

 WHEREAS, Community outreach was conducted by the City of Vineland’s Health and 

Engineering Departments to identify the public’s opinion of and experience traveling along 

Chestnut Avenue; and 

 WHEREAS, 521 residents submitted surveys to the City of Vineland documenting their 

thoughts and experiences; and 

 WHEREAS, these surveys have identified 

(1) The majority of respondents feel that Chestnut Avenue is unsafe for walking, bicycling, 

and driving 

 

(2) Major concerns were focused around speeding and difficulty making left turns 

 

(3) Respondents ranked importance above 9 out of 10 for the need for safety improvements 

and their receptiveness to significant changes to achieve safety  

 

(4) Respondents stated that their priorities about changes centered on pedestrian safety, 

speed reduction, and efficiency of traffic flow 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Vineland do hereby support substantive safety improvements on Chestnut Avenue, between 

Delsea Drive (RT 47) and Main Road (CR 555), specifically, the implementation of a 4-Lane to 3-

Lane roadway conversion, commonly referred to as a Road Diet. The emphasis of this effort will 

be to substantively improve safety for all users, particularly focused on the safety of vulnerable 

bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council may consider any further 

recommendations from the City Engineer to further address, if necessary, safety for all users of 

Chestnut Avenue. 

 

Adopted: 

 

 

             

                                                                          President of Council 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

City Clerk 

 

 










































































































































































































































