
CITY OF VINELAND 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-  

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE 

LAW FIRM OF KANNER AND WHITELEY, LLC., NEW 

ORLEANS, LOUISIANA FOR REPRESENTATION IN THE 

OPIOID LITIGATION 

 

 

 WHEREAS, opioid addiction in the United States has reached an epidemic level and 

President Donald Trump has declared the epidemic a national public health emergency, killing 

almost 100 Americans each day,  more than motor vehicle accidents; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has begun efforts to identify and implement ways to 

combat such an epidemic; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the ultimate impact caused by the opioid epidemic falls upon the 

municipalities which are entrusted with protection of the health and welfare of its residents and 

fight the battle in their streets by treatment given to those who have fallen victim to the drug; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Vineland recognizes the great financial strain 

placed upon the City for prevention and treatment provided by first responders as well as the 

impact caused to families and neighborhoods in the City; and 

  

 WHEREAS, it is indicated that the greatest cause of the opioid epidemic is attributed to 

the manufacturers and distributors of the drug who misled consumers into believing opioids were 

safe to treat chronic non-cancer pain with minimal risk of addiction and further over supplied the 

drug which contributed to an illegal secondary market; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Vineland believes that the alleged negligent 

acts of the manufacturers and distributors of opioids has and will continue to cost the City 

damages and it is imperative that the City should consider legal action against the manufacturers 

and distributors, among other parties responsible for the opioid epidemic and has considered 

several law firms specializing in toxic tort litigation and the Law Firm of Kanner and Whiteley 

LLC New Orleans, Louisiana has extensive experience in toxic tort litigation and has presented a 

proposal for such legal representation; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A. 40 A: 11 – 1, et seq.) requires that 

the Resolution  authorizing the award of contract for Professional Services without competitive 

bidding and the contract itself must be available for public inspection. 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Vineland as 

follows: 

1. That the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a Non-Fair 

and Open Agreement pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A – 20.5 with the Law Firm of 

Kanner and Whiteley LLC. New Orleans, Louisiana for Legal Services for the City 

of Vineland in the form and substance as attached hereto for said specified services. 



CITY OF VINELAND 

 

2. That this Professional Services Agreement is awarded without competitive bidding in 

accordance with NJSA 40 A: 11 – 5 (1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because 

said services to be rendered or performed require knowledge of an advanced type in a 

field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction 

distinguished from general academic instruction or apprenticeship and training. 

3. That the Business Disclosure Entity Certification, the Political Contribution 

Disclosure Form and the Determination of Value be placed on file with the 

Resolution. 

4. That a notice of this action shall be printed once in the Daily Journal. 

 

Adopted: 

 

 

             

       President of Council 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

 City Clerk 








